igO          THE   VICAR   OF   MORWENSTOW

advise you not again to assail our rural parishes with such

E abdications, to harass and unsettle the minds of our
dthful people. We, the Cornish clergy, are a humble
and undistinguished race; but we are apt, when unjustly
assailed, to defend ourselves in straightforward language,
and to utter plain admonitions, such as, on this occasion,
I have thought it my duty to address to yourself; and
I remain your obedient servant,

R. S. HAWKER.
NOV. 27, 1844.

Now there is scarcely a church in England in which
a harvest thanksgiving service is not held. But pro-
bably the first to institute such a festival in the
Anglican Church was the vicar of Morwenstow in
1843.

In that year he issued a notice to his parishioners to
draw their attention to the duty of thanking God for
the harvest, and of announcing that he would set
apart a Sunday for such a purpose.

TO THE PARISHIONERS OF MORWENSTOW.

When the sacred psalmist inquired what he should
render unto the Lord for all the benefits that He had done
unto him, he made answer to himself, and said: 'I will
receive the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of
the Lord.' Brethren, God has been very merciful to us
this year also. He hath filled our garners with increase,
and satisfied our poor with bread. He opened His hand,
and filled all things living with plenteousness. Let us
offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving among such as keep Holy
Day. Let us gather together in the chancel of our church
on the first Sunday of the next month, and there receive,
in the bread of the new corn,1 that blessed sacrament
which was ordained to strengthen and refresh our souls.
As it is written, 'He rained down manna also upon them
for to eat, and gave them food from heaven.1 And again,
'In the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is
red*' Furthermore, let us remember, that, as a multitude
of grains of wheat are mingled into one loaf, so we, being

- On ist Oct., Lammas Day, the eucharistic bread was
anciently made of the new cprn of the recent harvest.
This custom Mr. Hawker revived.are, I am told, an elderly
